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Who holds the top position in your life?

In challenging times, it's typical for individuals to reassess what truly matters in life. Various
resources will be redirected to support what each person or household deems most
Important. Nevertheless, while we prioritize different aspects of our lives, it’s crucial to have
a clear understanding of the values that guide those choices. Who holds the top position in
your life? You have been redeemed by Christ and called to lead a life filled with love and
service. This truth about your eternal existence should be your foremost consideration as you
set your priorities.

The following aspects are vital for developing our identity and purpose:

* Worship: The first priority is participating in weekly worship where the Word is shared and the
sacraments are received.

» Study: The Holy Bible serves as our faith’s foundation, and we must immerse ourselves in its
streams of grace every day.

* Giving: Christ has given everything to us and encourages us to do the same with our time
and resources.

We all have opportunities for growth, and if each of us took just one step forward in these three
areas, the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ through our churches could greatly impact the
world.

To be clear and straightforward:

* Attend church, as you need God, and we desire your presence on this incredible journey; we
are a family.

» Encourage your children, grandchildren, or neighborhood kids to join Sunday School and Con-
firmation. This is too significant for your children to overlook. Participate in circles; there is much
for you to learn as well.

* Be generous with your contributions; this encompasses far more than just financial re-
sources. God desires all of you—not merely an hour here and there or a random ten or twenty-
dollar donation. In return, you will receive blessings that are unparalleled. You can rely on that.

May God bless us all as we endeavor to grow in faith, love, and service throughout our journey.

Blessings,
Pastor Kurt
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2025 EVENTS

Calendar Events may be added after
the Newsletter has gone out, infor-
mation is subject to change. Groups
and events may change times or
dates. Please check with your members for more information. Please watch the
Bulletins, Facebook and our website for updates.

OCTOBER 2025

- Wednesday, Oct 1- Bible study at Gabby Lou’s 8:15 am
- Wednesday, Oct 1 - Confirmation 6 PM Meal, 6:30 PM Class
- Wednesday, Oct 1 - Bazaar Committee meeting 6 pm

- Sunday, Oct 5 - Worship at 9 am. Church Choir practice after service. Ham &
Meatball supper at Union Prairie. See flyer in this newsletter for details.

- Monday, Oct 6 — Quilters meet

- Wednesday, Oct 8- Bible study at Gabby Lou’s 8:15 am

- Wednesday, Oct 8 - Miriam Circle Meets at Harmony Historical Society at
10 am. Please bring your own drink.

- Wednesday, Oct 8 - Confirmation 6 PM Meal, 6:30 PM Class

- Saturday, Oct 11 - Youth Group to Rochester Arcade and out for Pizza

- Sunday, Oct 12 - Worship at 9 am. PASTOR APPRECIATION DAY—Show Pas-
tor Kurt some love and appreciation!! Thank you Pastor Kurt for all you do!!
Church Choir practice after service. Pastor to Union Prairie after Service.

- Wednesday, Oct 15 - Bible study at Gabby Lou’s 8:15 am

-Wednesday, Oct 15- NO CONFIRMATION MEA WEEK

- Sunday, Oct 19 — Worship at 9 am. Church Choir practice after service.

- Sunday, Oct 19 - Church Council Meets (now the 3rd Sunday of the Month)
- Monday, Oct 20 - Quilters meet

- Wednesday, Oct 22 - Bible study at Gabby Lou’s 8:15 am

- Wednesday, Oct 22 - Confirmation 6 PM Meal, 6:30 PM Class

Continued on the next page...
|




EVENTS continued...

- Saturday, Oct 25 - Haunted Harmony - TRUNK OR TREAT
- Sunday, Oct 26 — Worship at 9 am. Reformation Sunday. KIDS CHOIR

SINGS! AND Sunday School HALLOWEEN PARADE! Church Choir practice
after service. Pastor to Union Prairie after Service.

- Wednesday, Oct 29 - Bible study at Gabby Lou’s 8:15 am
- Wednesday, Oct 29 - Confirmation 6 PM Meal, 6:30 PM Class

COMING UP IN NOVEMBER—ALl Saints Sunday is November 2nd

AND THE 2ND ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BAZAAR IS
NOVEMBER 15, 9AM—1 PM!!!

CIRCLES & COMMITTEES AND EVENTS ARE STILL COMING BACK
This is not a complete list of events. Please contact group members or watch the bul-
letin for more information on dates and times for these groups. Contact the office for
information about getting your event into the Greenfield Good News!
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o




Union Prairie Lutheran Church

31872 State Hwy 16 :
Lanesboro, MN 55949 .

Ham & Meatball Supper
October 5, 2025
: 12:00—6:00 P.M.

Menu :

Ham - Meatballs - Mashed Potatoes - Gravy .
Squash- Corn -Lefse - Buns- Homemade Pie
Bake Sale Items: :

Apple pie, lefse, donuts and rosettes

’ -
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Price: $20.00

: Carry Outs Only
: Call Union Prairie Church
. 507-467-3363




Maybe

There is a story of an old farmer who
had worked his crops for many years.
One day his horse ran away. Upon
hearing the news, his neighbors came
to visit. “Such bad luck,” they said
sympathetically. “‘Maybe,” the

farmer replied.

The next morning the horse returned, bringing with it three other wild
horses. “How wonderful,” the neighbors exclaimed. “Maybe,” replied the
old man.

The following day, his son tried to ride one of the untamed horses, was
thrown, and broke his leg. The neighbors again came to offer their

sympathy on his misfortune. “Maybe,” answered the farmer.

The day after, military officials came to the village to draft young men
into the army. Seeing that the son’s leg was broken, they passed him by.
The neighbors congratulated the farmer on how well things had turned
out. “Maybe,” said the farmer.

Good and bad don’t have to be the only two only ways we view things.
With time the whole story made clear. When we can get some space
between the story and reality it helps us to reduce stress and to move
through life with more grace. Farmer here does not care what happens,
he doesn't divide life into good events and bad events, he experiences life
asone - with calmness and an even temper.

Perhaps his story will remind us to pause, take a moment,
and to think...
"Maybe.”



Greetings!

FROM THE GREENFIELD YOUTH PROGRAM
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Rally Sunday was held on September 7*" and it was a

successful and beautiful Sunday morning. Not only did

we have a Children's Sermon, but Pastor blessed the backpacks as well.

September 14" was the first day of Sunday School and both appointed Teams did
a great job at teaching the message. Both groups discussed Matthew 7:12 which
is the Golden Rule of doing unto others as they have done onto you. I tied this
message in with bullying at school.

On September 21st both groups discussed John 14:27 "Peace I leave with, my
peace I give you. I do not give you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be
troubled and do not be afraid." I correlated this verse with being anxious or nerv-
ous and how God's Love and peace can help with that.

I am writing the Sunday School lessons this year that identify what our kids are
going through in todays society such as bullying, being anxious, feeling sad, be-
ing angry etc. By finding Bible Verse that specifically addresses these issues, I am
hoping that we can reach our kids in a different way and build a more meaning-
ful and interactive relationship with God. I am also going to throw in a few par-
ables as well. In my Council Packet this month I included the Sunday School
Teams - I have six teams for grades PreK thru 4th Grade and six additional teams
for 5th & 6th grade. I will have the same lesson for each class, but I will chal-
lenge the 5th & 6th graders more.

Our Sunday School/ Youth Schedule is from September thru December. As in
years past, I will switch things up the second half of the year.

Please note the following dates: October 19- No Sunday School- MEA Week;
October 26 - Children's Choir Sings— and kids Halloween Party; November 16-
Prepare for the Christmas Program -Teacher Volunteers are needed and welcome &
Children's Choir Sings; November 29 - No Sunday School- Thanksgiving Week-End;
December 21-Children's Christmas Program and Sunday School Christmas Party

Peace,

Josh Krage

Youth Director



E{ = Greenfield Lutheran Church at
——"‘“" Haunted Harmony!

= Trunk or Treat
October 25

Join the fun at Haunted Harmony and get some treats. Bring your little
pumpkins and have fun seeing all of the decorated cars!!
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Our Church Choir & Children’s Choir

will be singing
together during
service on
October 26!

There will also be
a special
Halloween

Parade
for Sunday School!
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Drawing for the Bucket Raffle will be heldon 7]
glovamber 15, Z0Z5 af 1:00 pm 6
during the
Holiday Bazaar, Greenfield Lutheran Church
Harmony MN

Prize Z: Handmade oak shelf with beveled mirror and
coat hooks valued af £700.
Donated by Gerri Ehler

Prize |: Jasion E-Bike valued af £800.
Donated bv] Scott & Janet Ewalt

Prize 5: Meat bundle amd grom\c{ beef
valued af £110
Donated by Ross Kiehne and Jim Harstad

Prize 2: Handmade Twin sized Quilt valued ot 200
Donated by the Greenfield Quilter’s Group
Prize 4: Harmony Dollars valued ot £200
Donated bu] Laurie Maghus

Ticket sales begim\ir\g soon!
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Walch en the ceoking deconating kits te be sold al the Bagaan!
Special thanks to MaryBeth Ostrom, Mary Sanders, Natty Lattner,
Stephnie Henderickson, Laura Armstrong, , Patty Todd, Marian Morem,
Eileen Schansberg, and Linda Snyder

Se much fun!

Sped Pillows will be aeld at the Bagaan!
Special thanks to Mary Sanders, Linda Snyder, S A O

Patty Todd, Marian Morem, Lantha Stevens, Gerri k et
Ehler, Sarah Dornick, and Laurie Magnus Measure twice, cut once!

CAR KRV i

Cavaumel Making—Mendoy, Nevemben 3nd
9:00 am in the Greenjield ‘Cutiheran Chunch Kitchen
Caramels and Fudge were a quick selling items last year.

Shelle Johnson will share her time, talent, and recipe as we make
Caramels for the Bazaar. All are welcome to come and help!!!
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Date Time Place What
Candy Making Session:
Monday, November 3 9:00 am Church Kitchen Caramels
Saturday, November 8 9:00 am TBD Wreath Decorating
Saturday, November 8 9:00am-2:00 pm | Church Fellowship Hall Craft Drop Off and setup
Bake Sale items drop off
Friday, November 14 9:00am-5:00 pm | Church Fellowship Hall Set up for Bazaar
Saturday, November 15 | 9:00 am-1:00 pm | Greenfield Lutheran Church 2" Annual Holiday Bazaar
f\\ “ ‘ll“T}{ER‘ A
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Saturday, November 15"
9am - 1Ipm

Come enjoy a sweet treat while you shop for
holiday porch pots, wreaths, crafts, baked
goods, homemade salsa, homemade lefse,

Norwegian Meatball Kits and MORE!

Enter through the electric doors on the west side.




Good Things Are Always Happening at Greenfield!

Have you been missing a little
Harmony in your life?

Come Join the Greenfield
Church Choir!

If you spontaneously burst into song during everyday
activities, been looking for a note-able way to serve, or
singing in the shower just isn’t cutting it anymore, we
need you! We are like a musical family, except we only
disagree about tempo not who gets the last cookie :)

Be part of something bigger than yourself and get to
wear a fancy robe once in a while! Bring a friend,
bring a family member, grab a coworker! Practice is on
Sundays just after worship. Contact Stephanie for more
information.
Come Make a Joyful Noice

With the Greenfield Church Choir!

Bible Study witn

Pastor Kurt
Bible Study at Gabby Lou’s

\/ is on Wednesdays,
/ at 8:15 in Gabby Lou’s back room

All are Welcome!

Come for a short scripture reflection with Pastor Kurt. Coffee’s on us.
Treats are on you. Let's gather together in fellowship, reading and
study of the Word.
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Church Council Officers: President - Mary Beth Ostrom ~ Vice President- Gretchen Olson
Secretary - Matt Anderson ~ Treasurer - David Kiehne
Church Council Members: Matthew Anderson, Janet Ewalt, Ashley Haugerud, Zach Haugerud, David
Kiehne, Mindy Kingsley, Gretchen Olson, Mary Beth Ostrom, Clayton Schoepski, Scott Snyder

JCOUNCIL

Church Council September 21, 2025

Members Present
MaryBeth Ostrom
Scott Snyder
Mindy Kingsley
Matt Anderson
Dave Kiehne
Gretchen Olson
Ashley Haugerud
Pastor Bockoven
Janet Ewalt

Zach Haugerud
Clayton Schoepski

XXXXXX XX

Call to Order — Mary Beth, President 11:00 AM
Devotions: Matt led devotions.

Code of Conduct

Any additions to the agenda:
None

Committee Reports:
Stewardship

Worship and Music

Property

Children, Youth, Family

Adult and Family

Endowment

Holiday Bazaar

Reports reviewed by the council.

Continued on next page...
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1. Consent Agenda:
a. Approval of August 2025 Minutes
Motion to approve by Dave, 2nd by Gretchen. Motion carried.

2. Financial Report

Adjusted Bank Balance is $30,476.12

Revenue vs Expenses: Positive $20,198.39

Giving is up for the year about $11,000.

Giving was down in August compared to previous years.

3. Old Business
Lightning struck the church

. Organ, Fire system, Telephone, Video system

An organ piece was ordered and installed. We are waiting on the bill. Pastor is
documenting for insurance purposes. Our deductible is $10,000 so we probably won’t
meet that threshold.

Two of our fire system areas are offline right now. Parts are ordered to be fixed.

The telephone system has been repaired and rewired.

Our video system had a piece blown out from the lightning strike. The sound
works but the video does not. The part has been ordered. The insurance company
believes that the lightning hit a lightning rod above the sanctuary.

There were some trees damaged as well.

We will take approval for church repairs to the congregation for a vote at the annu-
al meeting. The endowment committee can allocate money for repairs in the budget
for next year.

4. New Business

Snow Removal for winter

Discussed recommendations for companies for snow removal. Pastor will get bids.
Piano and Violin Concert

Pastor was approached by Kurt Weber for a church concert with freewill dona-
tion. They would play hymns. We discussed having it on a Sunday after fellow-
ship. The youth could maybe do a pancake breakfast between.

Motion to approve for Pastor to talk to Kurt Weber to set up a freewill concert by Scott,
2nd by Gretchen. Motion carried.
Continuted on next page....
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Accept resignation from Zach Haugerud
Motion to accept resignation of Zach Haugerud made by Janet, 2nd Ashley. Motion

carried.
We are looking for a replacement.

5. Youth and Children Director Report
Read Josh’s report on youth activities and Sunday school lessons.

6. Pastor’s report

Pastor has been dealing with the lightning strike and did one funeral.

Union Prairie and the Pastor have agreed to another of the Holy Experiment.

Pastor still wants to do the dedication for the windows but it's been pushed back
until video can be fixed so it can be recorded.

Twelve students in confirmation. The first youth group was last week and 14 kids
attended. They love playing hide and seek in the church!

Somebody hacked into an old email and sent out over 1,000 spam emails. The
email is deleted now. Pastor wants to get a new website.

We will be looking for bids on the copier because our lease is running out soon.
Pastor would like to take October 16-18 off.
Motion to approve Pastor’'s PTO time off for October 16-18 by Janet, 2nd by
Scott. Motion carried.
Council retreat is on hold. We will try to schedule for February with the new council.
Sunday October 19, will be our next council meeting. We will plan to have council
meetings on the 3rd Sundays.
7. Adjourn/Lord’s Prayer

Meeting adjourned at 11:45 am.
Submitted by Secretary Matt Anderson

Thankt you Church Council Members

Your dedication to this important role in the body of our church helps
fulfill our mission, vision and values.

We are grateful for the wisdom you bring and to the precious gift of
time that you give to Our Greenfield Church Family!
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NOT BY SIGHT.

Council Members ... on

Matthew Anderson (2026) 507-822-3154 matthew.anderson@isd2198.k12.mn.us
Mindy Kingsley (2026) 507-259-9274 mjosmonson@gmail.com
Mary Beth Ostrom (2026) 507-259-5042 marybeth.ostrom@isd2198.k12.mn.us

Janet Ewalt (2025) 507-272-8138 janetewalt1 005@gmail.com

Scott Snyder (2025) 507-886-9644  scottsn54@gmail.com

Gretchen Olson (2025) 507-993-5421 rgolsonl101@gmail.com

David Kiehne (2025) 507-886-2350 kiehned26(@gmail.com

Clayton Schoepski (2025) 507-517-4053 clayton.schoepski@isd2198.k12.mn.us

Ashley Haugerud (2025-2027)* 507-216-2569 ashleyhaugerud10@gmail.com

Pastor Kurt Bockoven 563-202-0725 pastorbockoven@gmail.com
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Support our Mission With On-line Giving!
o n I n e Consider making your contribution with our on-line

giving tools. You can make a one-time gift or set up
G IVI N G reoccurring giving.
Two ways to sign up:

easy. fast, effective. Fill out a paper form—we can email to you or you can
pick up at church. OR Download the free Vanco app
from the App Store or Google Play. Then Choose “Greenfield Lutheran Church,”
and Click “Donate.” It's that easy. You can pay as a guest or set up an account.
If you need assistance with either option, please let the office know someone
will call to help you.

Reminder: When you do automatic
giving from your checking or savings
accounts you can use this slip shown
for the offering plates. They will be
in the pews with the regular

offering envelopes. Thank You!

/ CI VE ELEC TRONICALLY

! place this o o
card i

rd in the Plate gs a9 way of pai

mC/pating

n this Offering,

Greenfield Lutheran Church
I ncome Income and Expense
: SEPTEMBER 2025

Y R . $9,625.00
Expenses Fxpense: §27,746.27

Shortfall of: -<$18,121.27>




MVANCO

A New Way To Join In The Worship Of Giving

You can give using your smartphone. Just download the Vanco
Mobile App from Apple or Google Play.

~ GETITON « Enter our church’s name and click Search. Then,
P> Google Play select our church.

PRSI - Log in, don't have an account? Sign up.
® IAVoJo I (eIl - Select your fund and donation frequency.

. Select a payment method and enter your credit
card, debit card or bank account information. You can save this
payment method for future donations.

« You can choose to cover the donation processing fees by adding a small
amount on top of your gift. Click
the button to opt in.

. Review and complete your gift by
clicking Submit.

Donating to the church is now easy
with the new Vanco mobile app.

Consider using this secure method to support
Greenfield Lutheran Church
Harmony, Minnesota
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